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Title: The Principle of Authority 
Purpose: To convince the hearers that essential to being a Christian is the recognition and submission to the Scriptures as the principle of authority.

Introduction

1. Many churches claim that they believe in the Bible and that their teachings and practices are biblical. However, it is an undeniable fact that not all churches have exactly the same teachings and practices. In fact, in some cases the differences are radical and obvious. 
2. Now it is important that churches be honest about what beliefs and practices they have alike and what beliefs and practices they might also differ. This will promote understanding, facilitate good communication, and, with Christian love and humility, promote healthy discussions.  
3. It is in the light of that that I want us to consider the Doctrinal Distinctives of the Reformed Baptist Churches. I have often been asked, what is a Reformed Baptist Church? Why do you call yourself a Reformed Baptist Church? A Reformed Baptist Church has five doctrinal distinctives. 
1) 
Orthodox distinctives - this distinguishes a Reformed Baptist Church from churches that are liberal, heretical, and apostate 

2) 
Calvinistic distinctives - this distinguishes a Reformed Baptist Church from churches that are Arminian 
3)
Covenantal distinctives – this distinguishes a Reformed Baptist Church from dispensational churches  
4) 
Puritan distinctives – this distinguishes a Reformed Baptist Church from legalistic churches on the one hand and also easy-going churches on the other. 
5) 
Baptistic distinctives – this distinguishes a Reformed Baptist Church from Episcopalian churches and denominational churches. 
4. And today we will begin with the first distinctives: “THE ORTHODOX DISTINCTIVES”.

UNIT 1: THE ORTHODOX DISTINCTIVES


Preface:

1. And by the orthodox distinctives I am referring to the essential Christian distinctives or teachings, those biblical teachings that are essential to Christianity. Just as Hydrogen and Oxygen are the essential elements of water, so the orthodox distinctives are the essential teachings of the Christian faith. They are the irreducible minimum of authentic biblical Christianity. 

2. Now knowing these distinctives is vital because this is where we draw the line between Christians and non-Christians, between a Christian church and a pseudo-Christian cult. There are many groups today that claim to be Christian. But how can we tell whose claims are true and whose are not? Well one essential test is: Does a group or person hold to the orthodox distinctives – the essentials of authentic biblical Christianity?

3. Now what are these orthodox distinctives – the essential teachings of the Christianity? There are 7 of them: 1) The Principle of Authority 2) The Doctrine of the Trinity 3) The Doctrine of God’s Creation and Providence 4) The Person and Work of Christ 5) Salvation apart from human merit 6) The Necessity of Holiness 7) The Eternal Punishment of the Wicked.

SECTION 1: THE PRINCIPLE OF AUTHORITY

· In dealing with this issue - 3 headings.
I. THE EXPLICATION OF THE DOCTRINE
A. Anything and everything we believe must have some source of authority - whether that authority might be our parents, our teachers at school, the books that we read, the personal opinion of some expert in a particular field, or the credible testimony of eye-witnesses, etc. 
B. Now for us who are Christians, what is the principle of authority of our belief and practice? The Scripture. Since the Scripture is God’s infallible and inerrant word in the language of man therefore, all matters of belief and practice must be brought to the touchstone of Scriptures.
C. And this Scriptures is clear on this issue – 3 witnesses.
1. Matthew 22:23f…

a. READ VSS 23-28: a question to mock the idea of the resurrection. But even before Christ even seeks to answer their question and deal with their denial of the resurrection, He first points out the cause of their error: READ VS 29. Then Christ answers their question: READ VS 30. Then Christ deals with their denial of the resurrection: READ VSS 31-32.

b. For the Lord Jesus, whatever the Scriptures say is true and that settles any and all controversy. It is the final authority in all matters of belief and practice.
2. John 10:35…

a. Context: we need not enter into the controversy that is being argued out here but notice how the Lord deals with the issue and what He says about the Scriptures: READ VS 35.

b. Notice the high esteem the Lord Jesus has of Scripture. It cannot be broken. Whatever, it says is true and inviolable. You can trust it fully and completely.
3. Luke 16:27-31…

a. Context: The Story of the Rich man and Lazarus. Lazarus died and went into heaven while the rich man died and went into hell. And while suffering in torment in hell, he speaks to Christ in the person of Abraham: READ VSS 27-31.

b. For the Lord Jesus, there is no higher authority that the Scriptures. If Scriptures is not enough to convince people that there is a place of torment, then nothing else will – not even if someone would rise return from the dead and tell them. There is no higher authority than the Scriptures. The authority of Scriptures is greater and higher that even the testimony of someone who has risen from the dead. For the words of Scriptures are the very words of the Living and True God.

Trans: 
Now having explained to you this doctrine, let’s move to consider in the 2nd place… 
II. THE ESSENTIALITY OF THE DOCTRINE
A. Is this doctrine of the principle of authority essential to the Christian faith or not? Is it possible not accept the Scriptures as the principle of authority and still be a Christian? NO. It is impossible. Any person or any group who claims to be Christian and yet rejects Scriptures as the principle of authority cannot be really regarded as Christian.
B. And this is clear from the Bible itself – three witnesses.
1. 1John 1:1,3; 4:1-4, 5-6…

a. READ 1:1,3: “we” refers to the apostles, the first hand witnesses of the Lord Jesus – they were the ones who were appointed by Christ to authoritatively proclaim the gospel that centers on the person and work of the Lord Jesus. And this is very important in reading John’s epistle because John is counteracting the false teachings of false teachers rampant even then at their time.

b. READ 4:1-4: John is counteracting the Gnostic teaching that denied the humanity of the Lord Jesus. The Gnostics were teaching that since matter is intrinsically evil and Jesus Christ is sinless, then they denied the incarnation. They denied the apostolic teaching that Jesus became a true human being with a true human body. They taught that Jesus only appeared like a man but that He was not really a man. But, in effect, John says, “No. Do not believe that teaching. For that does not come from the Spirit of God but from the spirit of the antichrist!”

c. Then John widens the issue and gives a more general test. READ 4:5-6: “they” false teachers – “we” apostles, the first hand and official witnesses of Christ. Do you see what John is saying? Those who listen and cling to the apostolic teachings, the apostolic teachings that are now preserve to us in the Scriptures, are true Christians – they are from God. But they who do not listen to the apostolic teachings, irrespective of their claims, they are not true Christians – they are not from God. 

d. So clear from this is that the Scriptures as the principle of authority is essential to the Christian faith. He who rejects Scriptures as the principle of authority is not a true Christian. And that is not my opinion that is the apostolic teaching!!!!
2. 2 John 1:9-11 (READ).

a. “the teachings of Christ” refers to Christ’s teachings as taught by the apostles of Christ. That teaching which is now preserved to us in the Bible.

b. Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in Christ’s teaching is not of God. He is not a true Christian and we are not to extend to him a right hand of fellowship.
3.
Isaiah 8:19-20 (READ).
a. People will often resort to different means of finding guidance as to what they are do and what they are to believe. And occult practices abound that claims to provide these sort of guidance i.e. the mediums, the spiritists, and consulting the dead. 

b. But the Scripture (the law and the testimony) is the true source of light. And if anyone does not speak according to it, then that indicates that they do not have even the light of dawn. They are still in the darkness of error and unbelief.
4. 1Corinthians 14:37-38…
a. In the context, Paul is regulating the conduct of people of God in their gatherings as a church. READ VSS 33b-35. Then Paul enforces the importance of abiding to this apostolic regulation to all the churches. READ VSS 37-38.

b. Even if a person claims to be a prophet or spiritual, if that person does not recognized and submit to the authority of the Apostolic writings, then he himself will not be recognized by God. And that’s an echo of Mt 7:23: “ I never knew you. Depart from Me. You who practices lawlessness”.

c. And anyone now who will not recognized and submit to the apostolic teachings that are now preserved to us in the Scriptures, God will not recognize as His own.
C. So the bible itself is clear that the Scriptures as our principle of authority is essential to the Christian faith. This is not a peripheral or side issue. This is essential to the Christian faith. This is non-negotiable.

Trans: 
Having given you an explication of the doctrine, the proof of the essentially of the doctrine, let me now close with…
III. SOME APPLICATIONS OF THE DOCTRINE
A. This teaching exposes the true nature of the Roman Catholic Church that it is not truly Christian – it is an apostate church.
1. For the Roman Catholic Church, what is the principle of authority? 

a. The principle of authority is equally both the Bible and the church’s tradition. 

b. Moreover, the principle of authority for the Roman Catholic Church rests ultimately upon the magisterium; whose supreme head is the Pope. For the magisterium, they say, has to sole right to interpret the Bible and church’s traditions. And it alone has the sole authority to define what people should believe and practice.

c. So what has the Roman Catholic Church done? They have not only elevated the authority of church’s tradition to the same level as the Scriptures, they have completely transferred the principle of authority from the Scriptures to the magisterium!
2. Now this is heresy! Thus the Reformers where right is calling the Roman Catholic Church as antichrist – a church that has apostatized from true biblical and apostolic Christianity.
3. Therefore, we should not be for the suppose re-unification of evangelicals and Roman Catholics. To do that is to betray our utter ignorance of the Apostolic teachings. Moreover, we are to biblically evangelized Roman Catholics and tell them to come out of that apostate church. 
B. This doctrine also exposes the true nature of the Mormons that they are not Christian.
1. For the Mormons – what is their principle of authority? 

a. Joseph Smith who edited the Bible in order remove from it things that he did not like. 

b. Moreover, he added other books as well which are to be regarded as of equal authority to the Bible – the Book of Mormons, the Pearl of Great Price, and the Book of the Covenants. 

c. In addition, the Mormons also believe that there still now Apostles and prophets who can make authoritative pronouncements about matters of belief and practice.
2. Now this is heresy! This is a denial of an essential Christian teaching.
3. Therefore, we are never to regard Mormons as our Christian brothers and sisters in Christ. We are to evangelize Mormons.
C. This doctrine also exposes the true nature of the Jehovah’s witness – that it is not Christian.
1. For them, what is the principle of authority? The suppose prophets who write their regular magazine “The Watch Tower” in Brooklyn New York and not the Bible. 
2. Therefore, this group is also heretical. They are not to be regarded as Christian.
D. This doctrine also exposes the true nature of the Seventh-Day-Adventists – that it is not Christian.
1. For what is the principle of authority for the SDA? E.G. White.
2. But this is heresy -  much like the Roman Catholic Church,
E. This doctrine also exposes the nature of that those who embrace liberal theology – that they are not Christian.
1. For liberal theologians, what is their principle of authority? 

a. They do not deny that the bible is the word of God. However, they say that the bible is not the infallible and inerrant word of the God. They believe that the bible contain some error. This is true particularly in matters of geography, biology, astronomy, psychology, history, etc.

b. Therefore, in order to profit from the bible, you must determine which statements are true and which ones are false.

c. But by doing this, what have they done? They have transferred the principle of authority from the Scriptures to the fallible judgements and opinions of men. Now, the principle of authority is not the Scriptures, but the teachings and opinions of supposed experts – the biologists, the geologists, the historians, the psychologists, etc. 
2. But this is heresy! This is a denial of an essential Christian teaching that has destroyed and is still destroying so many Protestant churches.  
3. Therefore, we must not regard as a Christian brother or sister those who embrace this liberal theology. We are to biblically evangelize them.
F. This doctrine exposes the true nature of those who embrace the neo-orthodox teaching that they are not Christian.
1. For the neo-orthodox, what is the principle of authority?

a. The neo-orthodox teaching is more of a way to salvage the Scriptures from the hands of the liberal theologians. Like the liberals, they say that the bible is not infallible and that it does contain certain erroneous statements about biology, history, geography, etc. 

b. However, for them, that should not be issue; because the words of the bible is not equal to the words of the Living God.  And for them, the bible is more of a catalyst. It is more of a means through which God would personally speaks to us “straight from above”. Now this personal message from God may have little or nothing to do with context and the actual meaning of the words of the Scriptures. But that does not matter since God only uses the words of the bible as a catalyst to speak to us more personally and directly.

c. But by saying this, what are they doing? They have transferred the principle of authority from the Scriptures to the subjective impressions and feelings of men.
2. Now this is heresy! This is a damning error. This is a denial of an essential Christian teaching.
3. Therefore, no matter how spiritually sounding might be the terms they used, we must not regard those who embrace this teaching as Christian. They are not to be regarded as our Christian brothers or sisters. They are instead to be biblically and lovingly evangelized.
G. This doctrine also exposes the real danger Pentecostals and Charismatics can lead into.
1. Can we regard Pentecostals and evangelical Charismatics as Christian? YES! DEFINITELY! For the most part. Many of them are. Because for many of them, the Scripture still has a unique position of authority for all matters of faith and practice. 
2. However, once Pentecostals and Charismatics become consistent with their theology, they will readily fall into the side of being heretical. 
3. And why do I say that? 

a. The basic Pentecostal and Charismatic teaching is that all the gifts of the Holy Spirit that were present during the apostolic era should also be present now  - and this includes the revelatory gifts which the apostles and prophets had.

b. Now if all the apostolic gifts then are still present now, then that means that the revelation God has given in the Scriptures through the Apostles and prophets does not really have any unique authority. In principle we can say that the pronouncements of modern day apostles and prophets are as authoritative as God’s revelation given in the Scriptures through the Apostles and prophets during the apostolic era.
4. And this is real and not hypothetical. Think of Jim Jones, he was a charismatic. Think of David Koresh, he also was a charismatic. And many Pentecostals and Charismatics today don’t really take seriously the bible today because why study seriously the bible when I can get direct revelations from God?
5. So although I am not saying that Pentecostal and Charismatic groups are heretical, and yet are standing right at the edge of the cliff. The moment they become consistent with their theological position, they will fall and become heretical – denying the principle of authority – the Scriptures.
Conclusion 
Therefore, let us be clear about this issue of the principle of authority. And let us hold fast to it. Let nothing ever undermine or water down our commitment to the principle of authority – the Scriptures.

